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Tricks of
the Trade

¢
W elcome to the world of metal stud framing @ is Ray
Clark and I'll be your guide to this challengirig and rewarding
trade. I've been working in the metal stud %ll trades for 15
years, and have taught these trades as
While teaching, I contacted publi m
for a text to use in my class. I cg fin@pone. So I started writing

one for my class — and it evolved this book.

To keep the information simaple, to%the point, and useful for both
journeyman wood carpen@ apprentices alike, I've organized

the book into two secti irst, Tricks of the Trade, focuses on

o College instructor.
ast to coast looking

L

the unique meth® niques common to the metal framing
trade. The seco x -by-Step Methods section, concentrates on
the process a owy of work involved in framing metal stud walls,
ceilings an ffitS®As we work through each chapter, I'll also intro-
o0ls that are common to the trade, but which may be

We'll"¢8Ver the many advantages of framing with metal studs as
opposed to the traditional wood. The most obvious is that metal
studs won’t burn, rot or become a termite buffet. Structurally, as in
bearing walls, metal studs are many times stronger than wood studs,
greatly reducing the amount of materials needed to support the
load, as well as the amount of time it takes to frame the job. And
the fact that you screw metal studs together as opposed to nailing
wood studs also makes them stronger and faster to assemble. The
metal stud material doesn’t dry out, either, so warping, bowing and
twisting aren’t problems. That lets you build straighter walls and
flatter ceilings.
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