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Practical References for Builders
Construction Contract Writer

Relying on a “one-size-fits-all” boilerplate construction contract to fit your 
jobs can be dangerous — almost as dangerous as a handshake agreement. 
Construction Contract Writer lets you draft a contract in minutes  that pre-
cisely fits your needs and the particular job, and meets both state and federal 
requirements. You just answer a series of questions — like an interview — to 
construct a legal contract for each project you take on. Anticipate where dis-
putes could arise and settle them in the contract before they happen. Include 
the warranty protection you intend, the payment schedule, and create sub-
contracts from the prime contract by just clicking a box. Includes a feedback 
button to an attorney on the Craftsman staff to help should you get stumped 
— No extra charge. $149.95. Download the Construction Contract Writer at: 
http://www.constructioncontractwriter.com

Contractor’s Guide to QuickBooks 2015

QuickBooks has many new features that simplify a building contractor’s 
bookkeeping work. You’ll wonder how you managed without them. To help 
you make the most of these new features, or to make getting set up with 
QuickBooks almost painless, this user-friendly manual walks you through 
QuickBooks’ detailed setup procedure and explains step-by-step how to 
create a first-rate accounting system. You’ll learn in days, rather than weeks, 
how to use QuickBooks to get your contracting business organized, with 
simple, fast accounting procedures. But setting up QuickBooks from scratch 
can be time-consuming. On the free download included with purchase of the 
book you’ll find a QuickBooks file preconfigured for a construction company. 
Open it, enter your company’s data, add info on your suppliers, subs and cus-
tomers, and you’re up and running. The setup’s done for you.   
288 pages, 8½ x 11, $68.50

See checklist for other available editions.    
eBook (PDF) also available, $34.25 at www.craftsman-book.com  
eBooks also available for 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2012.

How to Succeed With Your Own Construction Business

Everything you need to start your own construction business: setting up 
the paperwork, finding the work, advertising, using contracts, dealing with 
lenders, estimating, scheduling, finding and keeping good employees, 
keeping the books, and coping with success. If you’re considering starting 
your own construction business, all the knowledge, tips, and blank forms 
you need are here. 336 pages, 8½ x 11, $28.50    
Also available as an eBook (PDF), $14.25 at www.craftsman-book.com

Finish Carpenter’s Manual

Everything you need to know to be a finish carpenter: assessing a job before 
you begin, and tricks of the trade from a master finish carpenter. Easy-to-
follow instructions for installing doors and windows, ceiling treatments 
(including fancy beams, corbels, cornices and moldings), wall treatments 
(including wainscoting and sheet paneling), and the finishing touches of 
chair, picture, and plate rails. Specialized interior work includes cabinetry and 
built-ins, stair finish work, and closets. Also covers exterior trims and porches. 
Includes manhour tables for finish work, and hundreds of illustrations and 
photos. 208 pages, 8½ x 11, $22.50

National Construction Estimator

Current building costs for residential, commercial, and industri-
al construction. Estimated prices for every common building mate-
rial. Provides manhours, recommended crew, and gives the labor cost 
for installation. Includes a free download of an electronic version of the 
book with National Estimator, a stand-alone Windows™ estimating pro-
gram. An interactive multimedia video that shows how to use the soft-
ware to compile construction cost estimates is free at www.costbook.com.  
672 pages, 8½ x 11, $87.50. Revised annually   
Also available as an eBook (PDF), $31.25 at www.craftsman-book.com
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Markup & Profit: A Contractor’s Guide Revisited

In order to succeed in a construction business, you have to be able to price 
your jobs to cover all labor, material and overhead expenses, and make a 
decent profit. But calculating markup is only part of the picture. If you’re 
going to beat the odds and stay in business — profitably, you also need to 
know how to write good contracts, manage your crews, work with subcon-
tractors and collect on your work. This book covers the business basics of 
running a construction company, whether you’re a general or specialty con-
tractor working in remodeling, new construction or commercial work. The 
principles outlined here apply to all construction-related businesses. You’ll 
find tried and tested formulas to guarantee profits, with step-by-step instruc-
tions and easy-to-follow examples to help you learn how to operate your 
business successfully. Includes a link to free downloads of blank forms and 
checklists used in this book. 336 pages, 8½ x 11, $47.50  

Also available as an eBook (EPUB, MOBI for Kindle), $39.95 at  
www.craftsman-book.com

Home Building Mistakes & Fixes

This is an encyclopedia of practical fixes for real-world home building and 
repair problems. There’s never an end to “surprises” when you’re in the busi-
ness of building and fixing homes, yet there’s little published on how to deal 
with construction that went wrong — where out-of-square or non-standard 
or jerry-rigged turns what should be a simple job into a nightmare. This 
manual describes jaw-dropping building mistakes that actually occurred, 
from disastrous misunderstandings over property lines, through basement 
floors leveled with an out-of-level instrument, to a house collapse when a 
siding crew removed the old siding. You’ll learn the pitfalls the painless way, 
and real-world working solutions for the problems every contractor finds in a 
home building or repair jobsite. Includes dozens of those “surprises” and the 
author’s step-by-step, clearly illustrated tips, tricks and workarounds for deal-
ing with them. 384 pages, 8½ x 11, $52.50   
eBook (PDF) also available, $26.25 at www.craftsman-book.com

CD Estimator

If your computer has WindowsTM and a CD-ROM drive, CD Estimator puts 
at your fingertips over 150,000 construction costs for new construction, 
remodeling, renovation & insurance repair, home improvement, framing & 
finish carpentry, electrical, concrete & masonry, painting, earthwork & heavy 
equipment and plumbing & HVAC. Quarterly cost updates are available at no 
charge on the Internet. You’ll also have the National Estimator program — a 
stand-alone estimating program for WindowsTM that Remodeling magazine 
called a “computer wiz,” and Job Cost Wizard, a program that lets you export 
your estimates to QuickBooks for actual job costing. A 60-minute interactive 
video teaches you how to use this CD-ROM to estimate construction costs. 
And to top it off, to help you create professional-looking estimates, the disk 
includes over 40 construction estimating and bidding forms in a format that’s 
perfect for nearly any WindowsTM word processing or spreadsheet program. 
CD Estimator is $133.50

Roof Framing

Shows how to frame any type of roof in common use today, even if you’ve 
never framed a roof before. Includes using a pocket calculator to figure any 
common, hip, valley, or jack rafter length in seconds. Over 400 illustrations 
cover every measurement and every cut on each type of roof: gable, hip, 
Dutch, Tudor, gambrel, shed, gazebo, and more. 478 pages, 5½ x 8½, $26.50

Construction Forms for Contractors w/CD-Rom

This practical guide contains 78 practical forms, letters and checklists, guar-
anteed to help you streamline your office, organize your jobsites, gather and 
organize records and documents, keep a handle on your subs, reduce esti-
mating errors, administer change orders and lien issues, monitor crew pro-
ductivity, track your equipment use, and more. Includes accounting forms, 
change order forms, forms for customers, estimating forms, field work forms, 
HR forms, lien forms, office forms, bids and proposals, subcontracts, and 
more. All are also on the CD-ROM included, in Excel spreadsheets, as format-
ted Rich Text that you can fill out on your computer, and as PDFs.  
360 pages, 8½ x 11, $48.50     
eBook (PDF) also available, $24.25 at www.craftsman-book.com
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