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Plumber’s Handbook Revised

Shows what will and won’t pass inspection in drainage, 
vent, and waste piping, septic tanks, water supply, graywa-
ter recycling systems, pools and spas, fire protection, and 
gas piping systems. Covers common layouts for residential 
work, how to size piping, select and hang fixtures, practical 
recommendations, and trade tips. It’s the approved refer-
ence for the plumbing contractor’s exam in many states. 

Includes an extensive set of multiple choice questions after each chapter, 
and in the back of the book, the answers and explanations. Also in the back 
of the book, a full sample plumber’s exam. 352 pages, 8½ x 11, $41.50

Drafting House Plans

Here you’ll find step-by-step instructions for drawing a complete set of 
home plans for a one-story house, an addition to an existing house, or 
a remodeling project. This book shows how to visualize spatial relation-
ships, use architectural scales and symbols, sketch preliminary drawings, 
develop detailed floor plans and exterior elevations, and prepare a final 
plot plan. It even includes code-approved joist and rafter spans and how 
to make sure that drawings meet code requirements.	
188 pages, 8½ x 11, $34.95

Roof Framing

Shows how to frame any type of roof in common use today, even if you’ve 
never framed a roof before. Includes using a pocket calculator to figure 
any common, hip, valley, or jack rafter length in seconds. Over 400 illustra-
tions cover every measurement and every cut on each type of roof: gable, 
hip, Dutch, Tudor, gambrel, shed, gazebo, and more.	
480 pages, 5½ x 8½, $26.50

Construction Forms for Contractors

This practical guide contains 78 practical forms, letters and checklists, 
guaranteed to help you streamline your office, organize your jobsites, 
gather and organize records and documents, keep a handle on your 
subs, reduce estimating errors, administer change orders and lien issues, 
monitor crew productivity, track your equipment use, and more. Includes 
accounting forms, change order forms, forms for customers, estimating 
forms, field work forms, HR forms, lien forms, office forms, bids and pro-
posals, subcontracts, and more. All are also on the CD-ROM included, in 
Excel spreadsheets, as formatted Rich Text that you can fill out on your 
computer, and as PDFs. 360 pages, 8½ x 11, $48.50

eBook (PDF) also available, $24.25 at www.craftsman-book.com

Builder’s Guide to Room Additions

How to tackle problems that are unique to additions, such as requirements for 
basement conversions, reinforcing ceiling joists for second-story conversions, 
handling problems in attic conversions, what’s required for footings, founda-
tions, and slabs, how to design the best bathroom for the space, and much 
more. Besides actual construction, you’ll even find help in designing, plan-
ning, and estimating your room addition jobs. 352 pages, 8½ x 11, $34.95

National Repair & Remodeling Estimator

The complete pricing guide for dwelling reconstruction costs. Reliable, 
specific data you can apply on every repair and remodeling job. Up-to-
date material costs and labor figures based on thousands of jobs across 
the country. Provides recommended crew sizes; average production rates; 
exact material, equipment, and labor costs; a total unit cost and a total price 
including overhead and profit. Separate listings for high- and low-volume 
builders, so prices shown are specific for any size business. Estimating tips 
specific to repair and remodeling work to make your bids complete, realistic, 
and profitable. Includes a free download of an electronic version of the book 
with National Estimator, a stand-alone Windows™ estimating program. An 
interactive multimedia video that shows how to use the software to compile 
repair and remodeling cost estimates is free at www.costbook.com.	
504 pages, 8½ x 11, $88.50. Revised annually

Also available as an eBook (PDF), $44.25 at www.craftsman-book.com

Building Contractor’s Exam Preparation Guide

Passing today’s contractor’s exams can be a major task. This book shows 
you how to study, how questions are likely to be worded, and the kinds of 
choices usually given for answers. Includes sample questions from actual 
state, county, and city examinations, plus a sample exam to practice on. This 
book isn’t a substitute for the study material that your testing board recom-
mends, but it will help prepare you for the types of questions —and their 
correct answers — that are likely to appear on the actual exam. Knowing 
how to answer these questions, as well as what to expect from the exam, 
can greatly increase your chances of passing. 324 pages, 8½ x 11, $35.00

National Construction Estimator

Current building costs for residential, commercial, and industrial con-
struction. Estimated prices for every common building material. Provides 
manhours, recommended crew, and gives the labor cost for installa-
tion. Includes a free download of an electronic version of the book with 
National Estimator, a stand-alone Windows™ estimating program. An 
interactive multimedia video that shows how to use the software to com-
pile construction cost estimates is free at www.costbook.com.	
672 pages, 8½ x 11, $87.50. Revised annually

Also available as an eBook (PDF), $43.75 at www.craftsman-book.com

Construction Estimating Reference Data

Provides the 300 most useful manhour tables for practically every item of 
construction. Labor requirements are listed for sitework, concrete work, 
masonry, steel, carpentry, thermal and moisture protection, doors and 
windows, finishes, mechanical and electrical. Each section details the 
work being estimated and gives appropriate crew size and equipment 
needed. Includes a CD-ROM with an electronic version of the book with 
National Estimator, a stand-alone Windows™ estimating program, plus an 
interactive multimedia video that shows how to use the disk to compile 
construction cost estimates. 384 pages, 11 x 8½, $59.00

Also available as an eBook (PDF), $29.50 at www.craftsman-book.com

Construction Contract Writer

Relying on a “one-size-fits-all” boilerplate construction con-
tract to fit your jobs can be dangerous — almost as danger-
ous as a handshake agreement. Construction Contract Writer 
lets you draft a contract in minutes  that precisely fits your 
needs and the particular job, and meets both state and feder-
al requirements. You just answer a series of questions — like an interview 
— to construct a legal contract for each project you take on. Anticipate 
where disputes could arise and settle them in the contract before they 
happen. Include the warranty protection you intend, the payment sched-
ule, and create subcontracts from the prime contract by just clicking a box. 
Includes a feedback button to an attorney on the Craftsman staff to help 
should you get stumped — No extra charge. $149.95.

Download the Construction Contract Writer at: 	
http://www.constructioncontractwriter.com 

Contractor’s Survival Manual Revised

The “real skinny” on the down-and-dirty survival skills that no one likes 
to talk about – unique, unconventional ways to get through a debt crisis: 
what to do when the bills can’t be paid, finding money and buying time, 
conserving income, transferring debt, setting payment priorities, cash 
float techniques, dealing with judgments and liens, and laying the founda-
tion for recovery. Here you’ll find out how to survive a downturn and the 
key things you can do to pave the road to success. Have this book as your 
insurance policy; when hard times come to your business it will be your 
guide. 336 pages, 8½ x 11, $38.00

Also available as an eBook (PDF), $19.00 at www.craftsman-book.com

Profits in Buying & Renovating Homes

Step-by-step instructions for selecting, repairing, improving, and sell-
ing highly profitable ”fixer-uppers.” Shows which price ranges offer the 
highest profit-to-investment ratios, which neighborhoods offer the best 
return, practical directions for repairs, and tips on dealing with buyers, 
sellers, and real estate agents. Shows you how to determine your profit 
before you buy, what ”bargains” to avoid, and how to make simple, profit-
able, inexpensive upgrades. 304 pages, 8½ x 11, $24.75

Practical References for BuildersPractical References for Builders
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Estimating Home Building Costs, Revised

Estimate every phase of residential construction from site costs to the profit 
margin you include in your bid. Shows how to keep track of manhours and 
make accurate labor cost estimates for site clearing and excavation, foot-
ings, foundations, framing and sheathing finishes, electrical, plumbing, 
and more. Provides and explains sample cost estimate worksheets with 
complete instructions for each job phase. This practical guide to estimating 
home construction costs has been updated with digital Excel estimating 
forms and worksheets that ensure accurate and complete estimates for your 
residential projects. Enter your project information on the worksheets and 
Excel automatically totals each material and labor cost from every stage of 
construction to a final cost estimate worksheet. Load the enclosed CD-ROM 
into your computer and create your own estimate as you follow along with 
the step-by-step techniques in this book. 336 pages, 8½ x 11, $38.00

Also available as an eBook (PDF), $19.00 at www.craftsman-book.com

Craftsman’s Illustrated Dictionary of Construction Terms

Almost everything you could possibly want to know about any word or 
technique in construction. Hundreds of up-to-date construction terms, 
materials, drawings and pictures with detailed, illustrated articles describ-
ing equipment and methods. Terms and techniques are explained or 
illustrated in vivid detail. Use this valuable reference to check spelling, 
find clear, concise definitions of construction terms used on plans and 
construction documents, or learn about little-known tools, equipment, 
tests and methods used in the building industry. It’s all here.	
416 pages, 8½ x 11, $36.00

Markup & Profit: A Contractor’s Guide, Revisited

In order to succeed in a construction business, you have to be able to price 
your jobs to cover all labor, material and overhead expenses, and make a 
decent profit. But calculating markup is only part of the picture. If you’re 
going to beat the odds and stay in business — profitably, you also need 
to know how to write good contracts, manage your crews, work with sub-
contractors and collect on your work. This book covers the business basics 
of running a construction company, whether you’re a general or specialty 
contractor working in remodeling, new construction or commercial work. 
The principles outlined here apply to all construction-related businesses. 
You’ll find tried and tested formulas to guarantee profits, with step-by-
step instructions and easy-to-follow examples to help you learn how to 
operate your business successfully. Includes a link to free downloads of 
blank forms and checklists used in this book. 336 pages, 8½ x 11, $52.50

Also available as an eBook (EPUB, MOBI for Kindle), $39.95 at	
www.craftsman-book.com

Build Smarter with Alternative Materials

New building products are coming out almost every week. Some of them 
may become new standards, as sheetrock replaced lath and plaster some 
years ago. Others are little more than a gimmick. To write this manual, the 
author researched hundreds of products that have come on the market in 
recent years. The ones he describes in this book will do the job better, cre-
ating a superior, longer-lasting finished product, and in many cases also 
save you time and money. Some are made with recycled products - a good 
selling point with many customers. But most of all, they give you choices, 
so you can give your customers choices. In this book, you’ll find materials 
for almost all areas of constructing a house, from the ground up. For each 
product described, you’ll learn where you can get it, where to use it, what 
benefits it provides, any disadvantages, and how to install it — including 
tips from the author. And to help you price your jobs, each description 
ends with manhours — for both the first time you install it, and after 
you’ve done it a few times. 336 pages, 8½ x 11, $34.75

Contractor’s Guide to QuickBooks 2015

QuickBooks 2015 has many new features that simplify a building contrac-
tor’s bookkeeping work. You’ll wonder how you managed without them. 
To help you make the most of these new features, or to make getting set 
up with QuickBooks almost painless, this user-friendly manual walks you 
through QuickBooks’ detailed setup procedure and explains step-by-step 
how to create a first-rate accounting system. You’ll learn in days, rather 
than weeks, how to use QuickBooks to get your contracting business orga-
nized, with simple, fast accounting procedures. But setting up QuickBooks 
from scratch can be time-consuming. On the free download included with 
purchase of the book you’ll find a QuickBooks file preconfigured for a con-
struction company. Open it, enter your company’s data, add info on your 
suppliers, subs and customers, and you’re up and running. The setup’s 
done for you. 280 pages, 8½ x 11, $68.50

Also available as an eBook (PDF), $34.25 at www.craftsman-book.com	
See checklist for other available editions.

Renovating & Restyling Older Homes

Any builder can turn a run-down old house into a showcase of perfection 
— if the customer has unlimited funds to spend. Unfortunately, most 
customers are on a tight budget. They usually want more improvements 
than they can afford — and they expect you to deliver. This book shows 
how to add economical improvements that can increase the property 
value by two, five or even ten times the cost of the remodel. Sound 
impossible? Here you’ll find the secrets of a builder who has been put-
ting these techniques to work on Victorian and Craftsman-style houses 
for twenty years. You’ll see what to repair, what to replace and what to 
leave, so you can remodel or restyle older homes for the least amount of 
money and the greatest increase in value. 416 pages, 8½ x 11, $33.50

Handbook of Construction Contracting, Volume 1

Everything you need to know to start and run your construction business; 
the pros and cons of each type of contracting, the records you’ll need to 
keep, and how to read and understand house plans and specs so you find 
any problems before the actual work begins. All aspects of construction 
are covered in detail, including all-weather wood foundations, practical 
math for the job site, and elementary surveying.	
416 pages, 8½ x 11, 32.75

Handbook of Construction Contracting, Volume 2

Everything you need to know to keep your construction business profit-
able; different methods of estimating, keeping and controlling costs, 
estimating excavation, concrete, masonry, rough carpentry, roof covering, 
insulation, doors and windows, exterior finishes, specialty finishes, sched-
uling work flow, managing workers, advertising and sales, spec building 
and land development, and selecting the best legal structure for your 
business. 320 pages, 8½ x 11, $33.75 

Basic Engineering for Builders

This book is for you if you’ve ever been stumped by an engineering problem 
on the job, yet wanted to avoid the expense of hiring a qualified engineer. 
Here you’ll find engineering principles explained in non-technical language 
and practical methods for applying them on the job. With the help of this 
book you’ll be able to understand engineering functions in the plans and 
how to meet the requirements, how to get permits issued without the help 
of an engineer, and anticipate requirements for concrete, steel, wood and 
masonry. See why you sometimes have to hire an engineer and what you 
can undertake yourself: surveying, concrete, lumber loads and stresses, 
steel, masonry, plumbing, and HVAC systems. This book is designed to help 
you, the builder, save money by understanding engineering principles that 
you can incorporate into the jobs you bid. 400 pages, 8½ x 11, $39.50

eBook (PDF) also available; $19.75 at www.craftsman-book.com

Home Building Mistakes & Fixes

This is an encyclopedia of practical fixes for real-world home building and 
repair problems. There’s never an end to “surprises” when you’re in the 
business of building and fixing homes, yet there’s little published on how 
to deal with construction that went wrong - where out-of-square or non-
standard or jerry-rigged turns what should be a simple job into a night-
mare. This manual describes jaw-dropping building mistakes that actually 
occurred, from disastrous misunderstandings over property lines, through 
basement floors leveled with an out-of-level instrument, to a house col-
lapse when a siding crew removed the old siding. You’ll learn the pitfalls 
the painless way, and real-world working solutions for the problems every 
contractor finds in a home building or repair jobsite. Includes dozens of 
those “surprises” and the author’s step-by-step, clearly illustrated tips, 
tricks and workarounds for dealing with them. 384 pages, 8½ x 11, $52.50

eBook (PDF) also available, $26.25 at www.craftsman-book.com

Paper Contracting:  The How-To of Construction 
Management Contracting

Risk, and the headaches that go with it, have always been a major part of 
any construction project — risk of loss, negative cash flow, construction 
claims, regulations, excessive changes, disputes, slow pay — sometimes 
you’ll make money, and often you won’t. But many contractors today are 
avoiding almost all of that risk by working under a construction manage-
ment contract, where they are simply a paid consultant to the owner, 
running the job, but leaving him the risk. This manual is the how-to of 
construction management contracting. You’ll learn how the process 
works, how to get started as a CM contractor, what the job entails, how to 
deal with the issues that come up, when to step back, and how to get the 
job completed on time and on budget. Includes a link to free downloads 
of CM contracts legal in each state. 272 pages, 8½ x 11, $55.50

eBook (PDF) also available; $27.75 at www.craftsman-book.com
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m   54.75  Contractor’s Guide to Quickbooks Pro 2008
m   53.00  Contractor’s Guide to Quickbooks Pro 2007
m   49.75  Contractor’s Guide to Quickbooks Pro 2005
m   49.50  Contractor’s Plain-English Legal Guide
m   38.00  Contractor’s Survival Manual Revised
m   36.00  Craftsman’s Illustrated Dictionary of              

Construction Terms
m   34.95  Drafting House Plans
m   38.00  Estimating Home Building Costs, Revised
m   32.75  Handbook of Construction Contracting Volume 1
m   33.75  Handbook of Construction Contracting Volume 2
m   52.50  Home Building Mistakes & Fixes
m   52.50  Markup & Profit: A Contractor’s Guide, Revisited
m   87.50  Natl Construction Est w/FREE Natl Estimator     

Download
m   88.50  Natl Repair & Remodeling Est w/FREE Natl Estimator 

Download
m   55.50  Paper Contracting: 

The How-To of Construction Management Contracting
m   29.95  Planning Drain, Waste & Vent Systems
m   41.50  Plumber’s Handbook Revised
m   24.75  Profits in Buying & Renovating Homes
m   33.50  Renovating & Restyling Older Homes
m   24.00  Roof Framer’s Bible
m   26.50  Roof Framing
m   25.50  Wood-Frame House Construction
m   28.50  How to Succeed w/ Your Own Construction Business

m   FREE   Full Color Catalog

Prices subject to change without notice

10-Day Money Back Guarantee% 24 hour order line 

1-800-829-8123
Fax (760) 438-0398

Wood-Frame House Construction

Step-by-step construction details, from the layout of the outer walls, 
excavation and formwork, to finish carpentry and painting. Contains all 
new, clear illustrations and explanations updated for construction in the 
‘90s. Everything you need to know about framing, roofing, siding, inte-
rior finishings, floor covering and stairs — your complete book of wood-
frame homebuilding. 320 pages, 8½ x 11, $25.50. Revised edition

Planning Drain, Waste & Vent Systems

How to design plumbing systems in residential, commercial, and indus-
trial buildings. Covers designing systems that meet code requirements for 
homes, commercial buildings, private sewage disposal systems, and even 
mobile home parks. Includes relevant code sections and many illustra-
tions to guide you through what the code requires in designing drainage, 
waste, and vent systems. 192 pages, 8½ x 11, $29.95

CD Estimator

If your computer has Windows™ and a CD-ROM drive, CD Estimator puts 
at your fingertips over 150,000 construction costs for new construction, 
remodeling, renovation & insurance repair, home improvement, framing & 
finish carpentry, electrical, concrete & masonry, painting, earthwork & heavy 
equipment and plumbing & HVAC. Quarterly cost updates are available at 
no charge on the Internet. You’ll also have the National Estimator program 
— a stand-alone estimating program for Windows™ that Remodeling maga-
zine called a “computer wiz,” and Job Cost Wizard, a program that lets you 
export your estimates to QuickBooks for actual job costing. A 60-minute 
interactive video teaches you how to use this CD-ROM to estimate con-
struction costs. And to top it off, to help you create professional-looking 
estimates, the disk includes over 40 construction estimating and bidding 
forms in a format that’s perfect for nearly any Windows™ word processing 
or spreadsheet program. CD Estimator is $133.50

Contractor’s Plain-English Legal Guide

For today’s contractors, legal problems are like snakes in the swamp — you 
might not see them, but you know they’re there. This book tells you where 
the snakes are hiding and directs you to the safe path. With the directions in 
this easy-to-read handbook you’re less likely to need a $200-an-hour lawyer. 
Includes simple directions for starting your business, writing contracts that 
cover just about any eventuality, collecting what’s owed you, filing liens, 
protecting yourself from unethical subcontractors, and more. For about the 
price of 15 minutes in a lawyer’s office, you’ll have a guide that will make 
many of those visits unnecessary. Includes a CD-ROM with blank copies of all 
the forms and contracts in the book. 272 pages, 8½ x 11, $49.50

Roof Framer’s Bible

68 different pitch combinations of ”bastard” hip roofs at your fingertips. Don’t 
curse the architect — let this book make you an accomplished master of 
irregular pitched roof systems. You’ll be the envy of your crew, and irregular or 
”bastard” roofs will be under your command. This rare pocket-sized book comes 
hardbound with a cloth marker like a true bible. 216 pages, 3½ x 7½, $24.00

Builder’s Guide to Accounting Revised

Step-by-step, easy-to-follow guidelines for setting up and maintaining records 
for your building business. This practical guide to all accounting methods 
shows how to meet state and federal accounting requirements, explains the 
new depreciation rules, and describes how the Tax Reform Act can affect the 
way you keep records. Full of charts, diagrams, simple directions and examples 
to help you keep track of where your money is going. Recommended reading 
for many state contractor’s exams. Each chapter ends with a set of test ques-
tions, and a CD-ROM included FREE has all the questions in interactive self-test 
software. Use the Study Mode to make studying for the exam much easier, and 
Exam Mode to practice your skills. 360 pages, 8½ x 11, $35.50

eBook (PDF) also available, $17.75 at www.craftsman-book.com

Order online www.craftsman-book.com
Free on the Internet! Download any of Craftsman’s  

estimating databases for a 30-day free trial!  
www.craftsman-book.com/downloads

Buy this title complete here: https://goo.gl/7Rp6YO

Buy similar Craftsman Book Co. titles here: https://www.Craftsman-Book.com
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